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In 2011, | was asked to do a history of UKABS, as | am the only person who has been on its
committee continuously from the start, and founded it with lan Harli®®%. Since 2011, |

have said, ol will do it soonb6adlinbhbytputtidfgpak o Ka v
talk by me on this on the programme of the 2017 conference. So, | trawled through my
computer and box files and have produced this talk, along with various documents for the
website | have since updated the talk with further detdilse idea for founding UKABS arose

i n, of all pl aces, Hawai 01 . l an Harri s, my s
Junel995 conference there organised by David Kalupahana i{1¥8%iary 2014). He had
invited us to this conference, paid foray Kor ean templ e in Hawai 0i

conference in Leeds ipril 1994 (organised by lan &tris and Phillip Mellor) It was kind of

him to invite me, as my paper at the Leeds conference criticised some of hiszatdamwing

he was inthe audiendke) Lance Cousins was also at the Hawv
been very active on the Buddhae-list, and | remember an American scholar, who had
electronically interacted with him, but never met him, sayinigtwi g | e ey,o udd#nbe, s o

C o u s iAmntlee Ic@nference, | mentioned to lan that | was thinking of starting a group for
scholars in the nortkast of England with an interest in Buddhism. lan saw such a plan as too
modest in scale, and said: why not mak UK-wide? Lance encouraged us to develop this
idea. As |l ob6dcapidkedompa aplpacse called 6The P
me to send this to Richard Gombr i cOverthewvho |
summer of 1995, landn | devel oped our ideas. We origin
for the Study of Buddhismdé as a section of
but this idea then fell wayn June 13lan wote letters, on behalf oslboth,seekiry funding

from the Spalding Trusind the Numata Center, Berkeley. We were unsuccegsisaughin

1998 wegot some£300from Spaldingto improve the cover ajur journal) Its text said:

a
0
a
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Dear Siror-Madam -
[Provisional] British Association for the Study of Buddhism

My colleague Peter Harvey and I are planning to institute a semi-formal association for
the academic study of Buddhism, in all its forms, here in the UK. If the initial stages of
the project are successful our eventual aim could be to affiliate with the International
Association of Buddhist Studies. To our knowledge, nothing of this sort has been
attempted in the UK before. Indeed, the only recent academic conference specifically
dedicated to the study of Buddhism took place here in April 1994 and was co-organised
by myself and Philip Mellor at the University of Leeds. The situation here, then, is in
stark contradiction to that in the USA and Japan where longstanding and influential
organisations for the encouragement of Buddhist studies have existed for a considerable
time.

The first part of our plan is to invite everyone working in the field, be they staff in
academic institutions, post-graduate students, unaffiliated scholars or interested
Buddhist practioners to an initial gathering at a geographically central location. We are
presently compiling an exhaustive mailing list. The event, either one day or over a
weekend [probably in the Christmas vacation 1995/6], will be a combination of
scholarly, business and social activities. We hope that the eventual outcome, though
this is hardly likely to be concluded on the day itself, will be the identification of a
group of committed individuals able to plan future events, constitute an organisation,
etc. The primary aim, however, will be to foster and coordinate Buddhist studies in the

In order to avoid any potential institutional rivalry, we feel it would be ideal if we could
hold the initial event in a neutral location. The ability to subsidise the travelling

expenses of scholars on low incomes would clearly be another advantage. At present
we have no funds to cover such eventualities. We are therefore writing to you in the
hope that you may be able to be of assistance. In short we are seeking financial support
for the booking of the venue, assistance with travel for the group indicated above,
secretarial, and postage costs. [ foto, we estimate that this will come to a figure of
£1500. Would the Numata Foundation be willing to help in this connection?

We will of course be happy to provide any further information you require.

Yours sincerely

Ian Harris ~ Peter Harvey

Reader in Buddhist Studies Reader in Buddhist Studies
University College of St. Martin University of Sunderland
Lancaster Sunderland

We sought the help of Russell Webb, editoBofddhist StudieReview in gaining
contact details of people who might be interested in joining UKABS, drawing from the
mailing lists of the Spaldop synposium on Indian Religions ande British Association for



the Study of Religionaswell as thinking of those we knew or knew ofntail had taken off
in the early 1990s, and was very useful.

We set about spreading news of the plan to form what came to be tadddK
Association fothe Study of Buddhissinot 6of t he Study o-fhomBuddhi
can ;e have an association of studiés2vhich was emailed to various possibly interested
parties on Sept. 27, 1998/E hadalready got the agreement of Richard Gombrich anddDav
Ruegg to give papers at an inatgjuconference, which was to bé SOAS for Monday July
8", 1996 We then posted out the leaflet given below.

The figure drawing on the leaflet, which was later used for the fra@madhist Studies
Review came fromthe front of a Brill book catalogue. showspart of a 8 century CE relief
slab originally encasing stnpa from Nngnrjunakonda, Andhra Pradeshhich also showed a
Bodhitree and empty throne, aadstylisedstnpa.
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